POETRY CRITIQUE GUIDE

Critique of: Click or tap here to enter text.
By: Click or tap here to enter text.
From: Click or tap here to enter text.

EMOTIONAL RESPONSE (Did the poem make you feel something? If so, what? What was its mood or tone? Did it give you a particular insight into something, or leave you still thinking about it after you’d put it down?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

TITLE (If present. Does the title give a clear indication of what the poem is about or set the scene? Does it draw the reader’s interest? Is it the first or last line of the poem?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

IMAGERY (Does the poem create an image in your mind? Remember, this can involve any of the senses, plus emotions. Was there an image that particularly stood out, or which could have been stronger?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

SOUND (When read out loud, were there rhyming words—either at the ends of lines or within lines—or other kinds of repeated sounds? Did the poet use words that sound like the things they represent? Did any of these feel natural and contribute to the flow and effect of the poem, or did they feel forced or awkward?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

RHYTHM & FLOW (When read aloud, did the poem have a flow to it that let you read it smoothly? If lines were written to follow particular patterns of stressed and unstressed syllables, did the poet follow those patterns consistently, or were there places where they broke the pattern? If the latter, did that seem to be intentional?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

LANGUAGE (Did the poet use creative and evocative turns of phrase, or did they use clichés? Did they make comparisons in interesting ways, or ordinary ones?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

FORM & LAYOUT (If the poem was written in a particular poetic form—i.e. limerick, haiku, sonnet, etc.—did it follow the line count, line length, stress pattern, and other requirements of the form? If not, where did it not comply? Was there anything about how the poem appeared on the page that was particularly effective or interesting?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

“MECHANICS” (Were there any problems with such things as verb tenses, noun/verb disagreements, point of view shifts, etc.? Did the punctuation help clarify the poem, or did it add confusion? Remember, punctuation in a poem can be quite different from that of prose.)

Click or tap here to enter text.

WAS ANYTHING MISSING (After you finished reading the poem, did you feel there was something it needed to make it more effective at what it was meant to do?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

COULD ANYTHING HAVE BEEN DELETED (Might the poem have been more effective if lines at the beginning or end were removed? Were there descriptions or images that didn’t contribute or seemed excessive? Was there anything else that did not seem to contribute to the poem, reducing its effectiveness?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

OTHER/OVERALL (What was your overall response to the poem? Put any observations that didn’t fit in the other categories here.)

Click or tap here to enter text.
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