NONFICTION CRITIQUE GUIDE

Critique of: Click or tap here to enter text.
By: Click or tap here to enter text.
From: Click or tap here to enter text.

“Straight” or “functional” nonfiction is different from creative nonfiction. The former is strictly factual, for example, reports, how-to guides, or studies. Creative nonfiction, on the other hand, includes biographies, autobiographies (but not memoirs), personal essays, travelogues, editorials/opinion pieces, etc. Any piece, in other words, that tells a story—and so employs many of the techniques of fiction—while being centered in facts.
Because of the variety of work that comprises straight nonfiction, some of the criteria below will not apply to all pieces. Skip them if they do not apply. Be sure to also identify things the author did particularly well and why they were so effective.

TITLE (If present. Does the title give a clear indication of what the piece is about? Does it draw the reader’s interest?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

OPENING (Does the opening give a clear sense of what the piece is going to be about? Does it motivate the reader to continue?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

TOPIC, MAIN POINTS (Is it clear what the topic of the piece is? Are the main points identifiable and clearly expressed?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

SHOW VS. TELL (Did the author use clear and relevant examples to illustrate, demonstrate, or clarify their points?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

[bookmark: _Hlk104899335]VIEWPOINT (If appropriate, is the author advocating or supporting a particular position? If so, do they do it clearly? Do they give appropriate attention to other viewpoints or approaches? Do they “prove” their viewpoint with data and evidence, or are they offering opinions or hearsay as fact?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

STRUCTURE & FLOW (Does the piece move from point to point in an orderly and logical sequence? Are there clear connections between the points, and clear transitions from one to the next?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

DEPTH & COMPLETENESS (Does the piece seem to cover the subject matter in sufficient depth, or is the reader left with unanswered questions? Conversely, does the author go into more detail than is necessary?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

NARRATIVE VOICE OR STYLE (Are these appropriate for the subject matter and target audience, if known? Do they make the information presented easier or harder to absorb?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

[bookmark: _Hlk104899519]PACING (Does the pace help hold the reader’s attention, or does it provide opportunities for the reader’s mind to wander? Conversely, does the pace move too quickly? For example, are important points underemphasized or not given enough weight?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

CLOSING (Does the closing wrap up the piece effectively? Does it provide a summary, for example, that helps solidify the material in the reader’s mind? If the piece is part of a larger work, does it make the reader want to continue to the next chapter?)

Click or tap here to enter text.

“MECHANICS” (Are there any problems with grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc.? Keep in mind that text formatting techniques such as section headings, sidebars, pull quotes, illustrations, etc., may not be appropriate for an early draft. They will be developed later as the work matures.)

Click or tap here to enter text.

OTHER (Use this space to address any other problems or successes that were not addressed in any of the other categories.)

Click or tap here to enter text.

OVERALL IMPRESSION (What was your overall impression of the piece? Did it “work,” that is, was it effective at relating its information? Why or why not? Were there places where you were confused and that did not seem to be the author’s intent? Was there something about the piece that was especially successful?)

Click or tap here to enter text.
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